A Brief History of Cayuga Heights
Jared Treman Newman and Charles Hazen Blood were the forces behind the creation of the planned community of Cayuga Heights. Both were graduates of Cornell University and active in business and civic life in Ithaca. They
created the Cayuga Heights Land Company to oﬀer a faculty enclave on the northern side of the Cornell University
campus. Just prior to the establishment of the Cayuga Heights Land
Company, landscape architect William Webster laid out the curvilinear streets of the adjacent Cornell Heights residential neighborhood
in 1896. Developed by William Wyckoﬀ, about a third of the Cornell Heights neighborhood sits within the Village of Cayuga Heights.
Its naturalistic setting and rolling topography were inﬂuenced by the
design philosophies of the noted American landscape architect, Frederick Law Olmsted.
In 1901, Newman and Blood purchased some 650 acres from Ezra Cornell’s son, Franklin, and soon acquired
other parcels of land, totaling almost 1,000 acres in Cayuga Heights for their new residential community. Newman
himself moved into the neighborhood, hiring architect Clinton L. Vivian to build a Shingle Style summer house,
Clovermere, for his family in 1903. In 1909, the architects Ornan Waltz and Arthur H. Gibb designed a Mission style
permanent residence for him in the village. Newman’s brothers-in-law also built
houses nearby and by 1911, there were 21 residences in Cayuga Heights and a
community association was founded. The village was formally incorporated on
June 12, 1915, and the population of the new village soon stood at 137. Designed
to serve as a peaceful residential retreat for people working at the university next
door and the expanding city of Ithaca to the south, Cayuga Heights has a particularly bucolic ﬂavor with irregularly designed roads made to resemble country
lanes that take advantage of the natural landscape. Harold A. Caparn, a landscape architect who worked on such projects as the Brooklyn Botanic Gardens,
devised a landscape that resembled a park-like and wooded setting, planting trees
along the roads on what had formerly been farmland. Newman and Blood established design guidelines for the houses in the new neighborhood, listing the preferred architectural styles as Arts and Crafts and variations of Greek, Tudor, and
Colonial Revivals. They also required all house designs to be approved by them
prior to construction. As the area began to grow, a small school, known as Union
Free School District No. 6, was built in 1924 to educate the village’s children.
Cayuga Heights expanded in size from 1956 to 1998 under longtime Mayor Frederick Marcham. In 1996,
Kendal, a retirement and continuing care community, oﬃcially opened on the Savage Farm land once owned by Cornell. In 2013, Cayuga Heights adopted a comprehensive plan with its stated goals of architectural and environmental
preservation to sustain the community into the future.
Text adapted from The Towns of Tompkins County, from Podunk to the Magnetic Springs edited by Jane Marsh Dieckmann
(Ithaca: DeWitt Historical Society, 1988) and http://cayugaheightshistory.weebly.com/history.html
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1 | 836 HANSHAW ROAD:
Marcham Hall | 1926-1927
Known originally as “The Stone House” or “Stonecroft.”
Current home of the Village Hall and Police Department
Exterior and ground ﬂoor interior

Welcome to Historic Ithaca’s Sixth Annual

that old house tour:

Cayuga Heights

Originally built in 1928 for Dorothy Cornell,
a granddaughter of Ezra Cornell, this house
is distinguished by its stone work, slate roof,
greenhouse and ﬁne ironwork hinges and handles used on the doors and windows.
Inside the house, two magniﬁcent chandeliers (recently restored) take pride of place.
After Dorothy lost her money in the Depression, the house changed hands several
times until 1969 when the village purchased it.
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2 | 303 EAST UPLAND ROAD:
“The Little House” | 1900
Exterior and garden only
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The house was originally a simply built “gymnasium” outbuilding dating from 1900 at the
Wyckoﬀ Estate in Cornell Heights. It was sold
and moved to 901 Triphammer Road for the
Sheldon family. After Dr. Sheldon died, his widow sold the Triphammer property in
1939 and the house was moved again to its current location. It is surrounded by an
extensive perennial bed of plants and a colorful June garden.
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3 | 515 HIGHLAND ROAD | 1906-1907
First ﬂoor interior, stair landing and
exterior

In 1906, Charles W. and Margaret Williams
purchased the lot at 515 Highland Road from
developers Jared Newman and Charles Blood.
This Neoclassical Revival house with fullheight columns supporting the entry porch was ﬁnished the following year. Williams
came to Ithaca in 1905 as the division freight agent for the Lehigh Valley Railroad and
later established the Williams Electric Company. In 1942, the Williams’ niece sold the
house to Edward R. and Bergljot Audhild Sanne Martinez Ybor. The Ybors renovated
the home in 1946 and added the stone bridges and castles in 1958-59.
4 | 421 HIGHLAND ROAD:
“Clovermere” | 1903
Originally located at 409 Highland, moved to its present
location in 1921
Architect: Clinton L. Vivian
First ﬂoor interior and exterior

This house, the ﬁrst in the planned community
of Cayuga Heights, was designed by Clinton Vivian in 1903 as a summer residence
with Shingle style and Colonial Revival style elements for attorney and Cayuga Heights
land developer Jared T. Newman and his wife Jane Edwards (Williams) Newman. The
large porch was originally open and had clear views to Cayuga Lake. The house was
moved to its current location in 1921 and altered and landscaped in 1922.
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5 | 106 CAYUGA HEIGHTS ROAD:
“Greystone” | 1913
Now home of Sigma Chi
Architect: John V. Van Pelt of New York City
First ﬂoor interior and exterior

Originally built for Daisy Sandidge in 1913 by
architect John V. Van Pelt, this house was constructed of local stone. The house was
given to the fashionable dancer and silent ﬁlm actress Irene Castle as a wedding gift by
local Ithaca businessman Robert H. Treman when his son, Robert E. Treman, married
her in 1919. Irene had the grounds landscaped and added the swimming pool with
terraces leading to it. After Irene Castle and Robert E. Treman divorced in 1923, the
house was sold to Sigma Chi in 1925.
6 | 107 OVERLOOK ROAD:
“Hiddenhome” | c. 1917-1919
Architect: Helen Binkerd Young with George Young
First ﬂoor interior and exterior

This c. 1917-1919 house’s cross gabled roof
with jerkin-headed gables makes use of its picturesque hillside site. Its asymmetrical composition, stucco exterior, slate roof, and
combination of casement and multi-paned sash windows all point to the Arts and
Crafts movement as a source of inspiration for the house’s design. The large room
with exposed timber beams served as a work room and study for its original architectowners, the Youngs. Helen Binkerd Young taught in the Home Economics Department
at Cornell and her husband, George Young, taught in the College of Architecture.
7 | 2 PARKWAY PLACE | 1911
Architect: Gustav Stickley
Limited interior ﬁrst ﬂoor and exterior
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INTERIORS ARE OPEN DURING TOUR HOURS ONLY:

12-4PM
——

As you enjoy today’s tour, please:

• Drive slowly and park on one side of the street in the
correct direction of traﬃc. Please do not park on both
sides of the village streets.
• Do not park in or block driveways. Cars may park at Cayuga Heights Elementary School at 110 E. Upland Road.
• Pay attention to car traﬃc if walking or biking.
• Do not bring food, drinks, large bags or pets into
the houses.
• Please, no interior photography.
• Docents may ask you to wait outside before entering a
house if it is at capacity. We appreciate your patience.

Built for the Peer family in 1911, this Craftsman house’s original address was 401 Highland Road. Designed by Gustav Stickley (18581942), a furniture maker and publisher who helped popularize the Arts and Crafts
movement in the United States through his company and his magazine, The Craftsman,
the house has overhanging roofs, exposed rafters and a contrast of exterior ﬁnishes in
stucco and wood. This house was one of three called “The Sentinels” that formed the
main entrance to the newly planned village.
8 | 205 OAK HILL ROAD | 1929
Architect: J. Lakin Baldridge
First ﬂoor interior and exterior

This 1929 Tudor Revival style house was designed by J. Lakin Baldridge. The house was
originally built on speculation but was purchased by Gilbert and Anne Weeks, the architect’s friends. Their initials can be seen on
the ﬁreplace lintel and above a shelf in the butler’s pantry. After Gilbert was stricken
with polio, the Weeks family purchased the adjacent lot in 1933 and Baldridge extended
the house to accommodate Gilbert’s limited mobility. Cornell President Deane Malott
(1951-1963) later lived in the house and it was subsequently altered for his use.

