
A History of 205 Oak Hill Road, Cayuga Heights, Ithaca, New York 

The inscription for 1958, one of 26 significant years commemorated on the granite timeline at the new 

Cornell Sesquicentennial Grove, is this: “Student protests begin the shift away from in loco parentis 

restrictions on social life and special rules for female students.”    

The most significant night of these protests ended in the early morning hours of May 24, 1958. While 

the protest movement is commemorated in Richard Fariña’s Been Down So Long It Looks Like Up to Me, 

his fictionalized account of the era, Fariña’s description ends as that night’s procession crosses “Harpy 

Creek Bridge” in the direction of the president’s mansion.   In his introduction to the 1983 Penguin 

edition of the book, Fariña’s college friend Thomas Pynchon describes the climate of that time on 

campus and says that a couple thousand students “marched to and stormed the home of the University 

president.  Rocks, eggs, and a smoke bomb were deployed.”  In Cornell: A History, 1940-2015, Altschuler 

and Kramnick report that the president and his wife had houseguests - John Collyer ’17, chairman of the 

Board of Trustees, and his wife.  She asked her husband, who was already in his pajamas, “Are these the 

boys you are giving the boathouse to, John?”  

The president was Deane W. Malott; the home was at 205 Oak Hill Road.    

The Malotts arrive at 205 Oak Hill Road 

Cornell had not intended that 205 Oak Hill Road become the long term 

home for the Malotts.  The initial plan was for them to move, after a 

temporary stay there, either to the Andrew Dickson White House where 

several previous presidents (most recently Edmund Ezra Day, who had 

resigned in 1949 due to ill health) had lived or to a house to be built 

elsewhere on campus.     

When Deane Malott (at left) was named Cornell president in 1951, the 

university initially rented the main part of 205 Oak Hill Road from Mr. and 

Mrs. Leverett Saltonstall, Jr., who had owned it since 1946, for Deane and 

Eleanor Malott to live in until plans were resolved.    

In a 1991 taped interview with his friend Edward J. Trethaway, Deane Malott recalled his initial 

experience with the house.  After loading up their car in Kansas (where they had lived in a “lovely big 

house…a seventeen room mansion,”)  they drove to Ithaca with their dog, but when they arrived at the 

Statler Hotel, where they were to stay for a few days until the house was prepared, they learned that no 

dogs were permitted at the Statler.  So Malott took the dog to the house, which had a fenced dog run.  

“I had an awful time finding 205 Oak Hill Road,” he recalled in the interview.    

When he arrived at the house, he found the place in “complete disorder” - not cleaned, no lights or 

phones - nothing done despite the fact that their furniture was to arrive the next morning.   So Malott 

called “Bob” Treman (Robert E. Treman, a Cornell trustee and businessman from a prominent Tompkins 

County family,  who lived in a house called Robin Hill at 511 Cayuga Heights Road where he and his 



second wife Carolyn had entertained the Malotts when Deane was being “looked over,”) and explained 

his predicament.      

Malott left the dog in the dog run and went back to the Statler.  After the Malotts had dinner and went 

to bed, a thunderstorm broke out.  Mrs. Malott prevailed upon her husband to go back to the house 

since she knew the dog didn’t like thunder.  Malott returned to the house and found, at 10 PM, that 

there were twenty workmen “painting and cleaning outside and raking the lawn.”   With all that 

company, the dog was fine.  

The Saltonstalls 

After his service in WWII, Leverett Saltonstall, Jr., son of the Massachusetts governor and senator, had 

come to Cornell as a Ph.D. student and remained after graduation as an assistant professor of 

agronomy.  He and Nancy were the parents of vineyard developer Tim; Connie, whose legacy is the 

Saltonstall Foundation for the Arts;  Peter, proprietor of Treleaven Winery;  and Alice, musician and 

artist.  By 1951, when Tim and Connie were about nine and seven years old, the Saltonstalls had 

purchased and moved to a farm in Ellis Hollow, and they became the landlord of the incoming president 

of Cornell.  

Cornell mechanical engineering professor John R. Moynihan, his wife Loretta, and teenage daughter 

Maureen had lived in an apartment at the east end of 205 Oak Hill Road since before the Saltonstalls 

had purchased the house and taken over the main part.   The Saltonstalls also rented the room directly 

over the (east) garage to a succession of students, including law student John Dibella LLB ’52.  

The senior Moynihans remained at 205 Oak Hill Road even after the Malotts moved in to the main part, 

Maureen having by then matriculated at Cornell.  She later became Maureen Moynihan Schmitt and 

lived in Ithaca, where she became an elementary school teacher, director of the Strand Theatre, and 

program director at the Women's Community Building.  

In 1965 Leverett Saltonstall was one of three individuals who conceived the original Ithaca Festival, 

which was to have an ambitious new theater to rival the Shakespeare Festival in Ontario, Canada.  

However, he died the following year.  Nancy Saltonstall died in 1992; her obituary characterizes her as a 

horticulturalist and agriculturalist.  

How 205 Oak Hill Road became the president’s house 

Discussions of longer range housing for the Malotts continued in Board of Trustees executive committee 

meetings throughout the fall of 1951. Buildings and Grounds committee chairman John Parke 

recommended that “the temporary president’s residence be improved to make it a more satisfactory 

home, and that steps be taken to secure possession of the [Moynihan] apartment.”  $15,000 was 

appropriated for repairs and improvements to the kitchen and provision of additional closet space.  The 

Trustees said that in light of the extent of the work, the University should become owner of the property 

and approved up to $40,000 for its purchase, which took place in November 1951.   



Over the next year longer range plans were developed – a modification of the A.D. White House, where 

Cornell presidents had always lived, or construction of a new house at one of two possible sites.   

The two locations were behind the A.D. White House (where Malott Hall is today) and on a gorge site 

located on the south side of the Fall Creek Gorge that was northwest of Morse Hall1 and east of the Chi 

Psi fraternity house. 

In 1952, Trustee Herbert F. Johnson asked the Malotts for their requirements so he could give them to 

an architect he had in mind, one who had designed both Johnson’s own home and his company’s 

headquarters in Racine, Wisconsin.  In June President Malott sent “Dear Mr. Johnson” some ideas of 

“what I might think appropriate for a President’s House, were one to be built for the chief executive of 

Cornell, back of the Andrew D. White House.”   Mrs. Malott helped him with the list of 11 items, 

including a compact kitchen, a laundry facility, a maid’s room and bath somewhere around the kitchen, 

a 2 car garage in house, a dining room seating up to 12, a study with book shelves, a 600+ square foot 

living room with fireplace, a “master’s bedroom and bath,” three or four guest bedrooms and baths 

including one on the ground floor, a patio with broil oven, and “adequate storage space.”  Attempts 

were made to get Malott and the architect together in New York, but that proved infeasible.  

Malott was becoming impatient.  On July 5, he wrote to Johnson, now “Dear Hib,” that “I am in quite a 

quandary.  I was told when I came that we would be housed temporarily.  In the meantime, the 

University bought the house we are in but I have never been able to ascertain whether the Trustees 

expect it to be a permanent home or not, and therefore am at a loss to know how to fix it up or what to 

do with about half our possessions which are in storage in a warehouse here in Ithaca.  From the point 

of view of livability the house we are in is entirely comfortable, but I don’t want to go to the work and 

spend the money to fix it up if it is to be a very temporary home.”  

The alternatives of renovating the A. D. White House or 

building a new house behind it were eventually ruled out.  

At that time, the Veterinary School was still located on 

Tower Road next to the A. D.  White House.   By 

November 1952  a New York City firm had drawn up a 

plan for the renovation (at right, from the Cornell 

archives), but the Malotts did not want to be disturbed by 

the noise of barking dogs and other animals next door and 

refused to live there.  Malott preferred that a new 

President’s House be built on the gorge site.  A study 

claimed that it would cost less to build there than to carry out the proposed renovation.    

That same November, Frank Lloyd Wright, Johnson’s architect, gave a lecture at Cornell.  It seems likely 

that during the visit he met with Malott to discuss the requirements.  Whether as a matter of cost 

(Johnson had written that “Wright’s designs have been running into considerable money, and the funds 

                                                           
1
 since torn down,  it is the site of the present Herbert F. Johnson Museum of Art 



of the University are not lush enough to permit extravagance.”) or personalities, in the end Wright does 

not appear to have drawn up any plans.  

The Cornell plan 

However,  back in June 1952 “A. K.” (apparently in the Buildings and Grounds Department  though no 

one there with those initials is in the staff directories of the time), had already drawn up a plan to 

renovate 205 Oak Hill Road in a way that would meet all but one of Malott’s requirements even before 

he set them forth for Wright.   

The plan included an 8 ½ foot extension to the west, which enabled a second 

garage, a maid’s room, an expanded 1950’s style kitchen (right – the cross 

beam marks the original end to the house) and expanded master bathroom.  

Kitchen and bathroom would be modernized, incorporating additional 

storage.   The living room, which is only 75% of Malott’s desired size, was not 

changed.  Around this time repairs were made to the heating system, the 

broad stone steps, and other features.  This isprobably when the steam 

heating system was probably converted from coal.   

The second garage was to be at the northwest corner of the house, even 

closer to the street than the original garage and close to the western 

property line as well.  The Village of Cayuga Heights did not yet have a zoning 

ordinance, but the land had been conveyed by developer Jared Newman in 1921 with a restriction, 

common to many Oak Hill Road properties, that “no building or other structure is to be placed within 25 

feet of the street line and no garage with entrance facing the street within 50 feet of the street line.” 

Cornell arranged for this restriction (already informally lifted for the original house) to be formally lifted 

with the consent of Newman’s heirs, and the project went forward.  (In 1953 the Village established 

zoning regulations under which the garage could not have been built without a variance).     

For whatever reason (cost?) the idea of building a new President’s House on campus having been 

abandoned, Deane Malott became the first Cornell president to live off campus, “A. K.’s” plan prevailed, 

and the Malotts remained at 205 Oak Hill Road for the rest of their lives.  The A. D. White House became 

the University museum.  The unbuilt-upon gorge site is across University Avenue from where the 

Herbert F. Johnson Museum was later built, and may have included the area to which the museum was 

originally intended to extend underground through a passage under University Avenue, with windows in 

the face of the gorge.    

The “Eisenhower Bedroom” 

Deane Malott was born in 1898 in Abilene, Kansas where his family was friendly with the Eisenhowers, 

who had moved to Abilene in 1892 when the future U.S. president was 2 years old.   

As Cornell President, Malott wrote several times to Dwight Eisenhower to invite him to visit Ithaca.   On 

May 17, 1963, two years after Eisenhower left the U.S. presidency and six weeks before Malott was to 



leave office as Cornell President, Eisenhower finally did so.  While the northeast bedroom has been 

called the Eisenhower Bedroom with the story that he slept there, and there are claims that the bed had 

a plaque commemorating the visit, the schedule for what appears to be Eisenhower’s only visit to Ithaca 

calls that into question.  It has him arriving at 1:05 on a Kodak jet, accompanied by Malott, from W. 

Allen Wallis’s installation as President of the University of Rochester, meeting Mrs. Malott at the airport, 

getting to 205 Oak Hill Road at 1:20 PM, 

and leaving from there for a 1:30 lunch at 

the A. D. White House before speaking at 

Bailey Hall and departing Ithaca.  In the 

photo at left from the Cornell archives, 

Eisenhower and Malott approach the 

house.  At right, Mrs. Malott, Eisenhower 

aide retired Brig. Gen. Robert Schultz, 

Eisenhower, and Malott leave. 

 

In retirement 

When Deane Malott retired as President in 1963, Cornell offered him the house for life, together with an 

office on campus.  (“I was trapped into” staying in Ithaca by the offer, he said in the 1991 interview.) 

Until at least 1991 the rent, which was likely between $100 and $500 a month, remained the same as it 

had been 40 years earlier.  A campus map published in the 1990’s, with numbers designating campus 

buildings, has an index number near 205 Oak Hill Road but there is no corresponding identifying legend.    

As Altschuler and Kramnick note, in 1963 Cornell provided incoming President James Perkins with a 

house farther from campus, possibly to avoid subjecting him to confrontations like the one in 1958 

(though confrontation did famously 

occur in Perkins’ era, when African 

American students took over Willard 

Straight Hall.)  Instead of living on or 

near campus, Perkins moved into 

Robin Hill, the seventeen room house 

that had belonged to Robert E. 

Treman and is currently (again) the 

President’s House.    

Curtis Tarr, Dean of the Johnson 

Graduate School of Management 

1985-1989, created this drawing of 

205 Oak Hill Road for the Malotts, 

who used it on note cards.   



Eleanor Malott was an avid gardener and the Oak Hill Road backyard had become a 

showplace.2   Since in later years she was confined to a wheelchair, railings, ramps 

and paths were incorporated into the backyard so she could visit the grounds, and 

decorative trees – not those portrayed at right - were planted where they could be 

seen from the upstairs bedroom window.  To provide wheelchair access from the 

street to the house, a ramp from the sidewalk to the gate near the east entrance was 

proposed, but Village authorities denied permission.  Instead, chair lifts - since 

removed - were installed from the garage to the first floor and from there to the 

second floor. 

At some point the ground floor “Eisenhower Bedroom” became the master bedroom. That was probably 

when Malott asked that the streetlight outside of the bedroom window be disabled.  He also prevented 

Cornell from undertaking the noisy activity of re-roofing the house, although new shingles had already 

been acquired for the purpose.  (In the 1991 interview, Malott characterized himself as “cantankerous.”)  

In the 1990’s, apparently assuming Malott would not live much longer and they could soon divest of the 

house, Cornell tightly constrained the budget for repairs, resulting in deficiencies that the current 

owners have since remedied.  

Deane Malott died in 1996 at the age of 98.  Eleanor Malott, who was born in Hilo, Hawaii, had died in 

1994.  After Deane Malott’s death, Cornell hoped to sell 205 Oak Hill Road to Robert Swieringa, the 

incoming dean of the Johnson Graduate School of Management (JGSM), but he demurred, saying that 

he already had one renovation on his hands - Sage Hall, where - renovations complete - JGSM moved 

from Malott Hall.  

Although some graduates of the Malott era deride him for his role in countering their efforts to overturn 

in loco parentis, Deane Malott was instrumental in building (and soliciting funding for) the institution 

that is Cornell today.   Altschuler and Kramnick call him Cornell’s “Master Builder.”   Although a self-

proclaimed conservative, Malott maintained strong support for academic freedom at a time when it was 

under assault from Senator McCarthy and others, and he was commended by the American Association 

of University Professors for his approach to the rights of professors.   He deserves to be known for more 

than the riot at 205 Oak Hill Road.  

  

                                                           
2 She was born at Hilo, on the Big Island of Hawaii.  An allée of Erythrina, or Willi Willi, tropical shrubs 

and plants in the pea family, at the McBryde Garden in Kauai, Hawaii, is named for her (above,  

photographed before it became blighted) and there is a Malott Trail there.  Deane Malott was one of 

the incorporators of the five-location National Tropical Botanical Garden, of which the McBryde location 

is a part, and its first president.  Photo courtesy of the National Tropical Botanical Garden.     

 



Early history 

205 Oak Hill Road is one of several Cayuga Heights houses, including Treman’s Robin Hill, that were 

designed by Lakin Baldridge and built by Jes J. Dall, Jr.   Reportedly, Baldridge designed 205 Oak Hill Road 

in 1929 on speculation, but before the plans were completed it was purchased by his friends Gilbert and 

Anne Weeks.  Their initials 

appear on the unusual hardwood 

fireplace lintel and over shelves 

(originally a window) in the 

butler’s pantry.   

Left:  the original Baldridge plot 

plan.  Faint yellow lines demark 

two later additions, one 

designed by Baldridge, the other 

by Cornell’s “A. K.”    

Gilbert Weeks is listed in early 

1930’s Ithaca Directories as an 

employee of the Cornell Alumni 

Office, but from 1933 to 1941 he 

has no listed occupation, possibly because by then he was disabled as the result of polio.  However 

during World War II he was chief clerk of the Rations Board.  He died in 1970 at the age of 67; Anne, 

who in later Ithaca Directories is listed as a bookbinder, died in 1982 at 78.     

 

Left: the house nears completion.  The car probably belonged to  Mr. 

and Mrs. Weeks. 

Right:  the site from uphill on Oak Hill Road, with the beginnings of 

construction and 

the Wilson house 

(left) in the 

background.  The 

woman in the 

photo is probably 

Anne Weeks.  

(photos from 

Cornell files).  

In 1933, the Weeks purchased the lot adjacent to the east on Oak Hill 

Road, with frontage on Triphammer Road, and had Baldridge design a 

new wing for the house, which would extend all the way to the edge of 



the original lot.  Baldridge, who received a significant inheritance from his father, by then had largely 

given up architecture in deference to architects who, he felt, needed the money.   Nevertheless, for his 

friend Baldridge designed a wing extending the house in a somewhat grander style by 21 feet to the 

east.  The plan, below, included a bedroom at the southeast corner, and an adjoining first floor complex 

on the northeast corner with a 15’ x 15’ pool where Gilbert could exercise, as well as a dressing room, 

closets, a full bathroom, a wide hallway, and above, a large 2nd floor attic room where in later years 

Malott grandchildren reportedly slept when they visited at Thanksgiving.     

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

In 1943 these first owners, Gilbert and Anne Weeks, sold the house to 1st Lt. Carl B. Sturm, a U.S. Army 

ROTC instructor, and his wife.                             

The Weeks had moved out 

earlier - by 1942 they were in 

the Belleayre Apartments on 

Stewart Avenue and had 

rented the house to New 

York State Electric and Gas 

vice president Gray Strain 

and his wife Margaret, before 

selling it to the Sturms.   It 

was probably soon after the 

war that the “bathing                                                                                                               

tank” was floored over.  It is still there, according to 

workmen who have recently navigated through the 

crawl space under the living room and a second crawl space under the 1933 addition.  A small kitchen 

was installed in the hallway to the main house, and a separate entrance from the street was created at 

the east end in what had been a bay window. The result became the Moynihan apartment.   As noted 

earlier, the second owners, the Sturms, sold the house to the third owners, the Saltonstalls, in 1946, but 

the Moynihans remained until sometime after the Malotts arrived.  After fourth owner Cornell acquired 

the property, the small kitchen was removed.  

The fifth owners 

For fifteen years the current owners, Cornell senior lecturer in operations research and retired Exxon 

manager Mark Eisner and his wife Paula, an artist and retired teacher of 

English as a Second Language, have lived within the floor plan as modified 

by Cornell (next page, though the wall shown splitting the “Eisenhower 

Bedroom” has long since been removed.)  They reconfigured and 

modernized the kitchen, upgraded bathrooms, converted the 1950’s steam 

heating system to an efficient hot water system, and rebuilt the main 

exterior steps with more durable treads.   The exterior staircase seen in the 

snapshot, which had provided access from the street to the kitchen and 



later to the maid’s room, was removed and a niche with an antique Chinese hitching post statue placed 

in the wall where the stairs had been.   

 

In the winter of 2010, an ice dam on the insufficiently sloped roof of the maid’s room behind the kitchen 

caused serious 

damage to the rear 

wall beneath it.  

The wall was first 

repaired, in the 

course of which a 

hat was found 

within it, entombed 

on a nail.  Two 

years later the wall 

was removed so 

that the room, with 

ample added 

storage space, 

could become the passage to a light and airy new sunroom/art studio, as appended to the drawing 

below.    

 

In a period of 85 years, the house at 205 Oak Hill Road roughly doubled in size, to 

the maximum allowed by Cayuga Heights zoning without a variance.  It went from 

two occupants to eight and in the 1950’s back to two again.   Over the decades it

has been the home of a polio victim and a bookbinder; of a corporate VP and his 

wife; of an ROTC instructor and his wife; of an engineering professor and his 

family; of an agronomy student who 

became a professor, a horticulturist and 

agriculturalist, two of their children and  a 

series of student roomers; at first 

temporarily and - after much consideration, 

for life - of the sixth president of Cornell 

and his wife, an avid gardener; of a senior 

lecturer in operations research and an ESL 

teacher and artist -– and along the way the 

scene of a significant event in the 

history of Cornell  University.  
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