
L..*

V,rlume 'lCI, Wintcr 2008

A Picneering !tr&rman: Hel*n Binkerd Young
bv S*r* Johnson, Preservrtirin Associate

Over the tc*rs. xrchitceturc h*s been rcs*rdrd as a historic;rllv;rnci inhcrentlv rralc pr*fcssion, an unfirrfur:afe
view lhat is stiil pcrvxsivc totl;rri l)rnrtti*rrlt ferurlc ilrrhif*cts rrnd irrchitecture critics hai,r long cornmented *n
thr rbsenct: of rvomcn irr thr pr*fr:ssit'rn and workcd r* cnr{ the generd undcr rrcknowiedgerr:rnr cf r}re designs
of f*nialt ilrchirc{ts- Whih rL,{}men har.-r pr*eticed *rchitceture irr the [,1.5. slnr:e tlrr 188t]r, the srcaresr
sdv{nces !vo{}rcn in the profe rsi*n h*ve come in rhc p*st thirtv years.'I'hr: \r.orl1cn wha r:h*se t<: pursu* nrchi-
recHr*l cducilrion frtrn 187{}s thnrugh rhe mid-}90{Js trxrk a pinnccring pdrh, c*nfrcnting sr:cietal ancl insritu-
tional <lbst*cles ;**sg tlte r*'ar,.

I-ltlen ljink*rd Xrung (1S77-1959) witr one oi:the r:rrtr,r' kmale aruhiects, * 190$ gradurfe
o} th.: Crrnell ptogoro. I-Ier namc is nor widch" kn*rvn, hur her storr. i$ ri villu,rhle re:loll-

tion so the history of archit*cture in ltlurlr irfid r{.} the hisrorv r:f Ameri*r:l women in
;rrchitecnrre" Ar the timr of irer pprduatiot, I-Icien was $fic *f about fnrfr rqn*men to
eomplete an Amerie*n unirrersifvns ;rrrhit*ctur* pnl3{raffi .

Binkerd Y*un.q lvas bnnr in llayr*n, $hia in 1877, brrt by thc 1890s her firrnih.lir,*t"l in
Brrxrklyn. She *ttended Brooldvns Prum Instlnrtc I'{igh School from 1S9}-95 and srad*
uatcd frorn the Prart Art l}l;:rrrtmcur in 1S9{r. ilclefi snfcred thr: *rchireetrrc frr}sranl ilt
Corncii l]nir.ersitv in 1$97, thr: *nl.v r,l'r]fi]itn in th* e]*ss. As r student rt Cornell, Hclcn u':rs

thc elass poet,lrrln ;r dcsign pri:.t uud \!"*$ an active r':rember oi tlu Alph;i Phi $*nrrift,. $h* rvas tlx elevcrrrlr
1.yorlrar:l to c{}ruplete Crlrnell's arc}: i tertlrrr rru:rf irffi .

Aiter gritlu*ting fror:t Cornell,llelen *nrl hcr lrir:nel lirhlrn K,:rr moved to Ben Avr:n, Pe*n*vlr.ani:r- a suburb
erf Pittsburgh" Her husband-to-be. fell<:rv 19ti{} rrrchitc(tlrre sr*duiitc Clcr:rse Xrung,Jr., *1s* }ived i:.nd 1:r*,.:*
ticcd irrehiterturt in ilittshurl4h at the tirnr.lt is likelv tirrit I{ele* iuxl (]coruc designul huikling* r*34cti:*r in
tirc iirc:l riuri:rg their rc*rs rhere.

l-lel*rr tnci (ireirgr rnovetl hxck t* Ith;rca lr1'I91{} and {icor{e rook a positilrn *achinr in rhc architecttre
scirnr:l :tt Cein"rctl. Helen rv*snt thlt tc tc:rch architcrtrlre *r Corncll, bur slrc rvirs rskcd hy }'l*rrhr !'*n
Itrnrsclter trl j*itr ri:c t:crv llolnr I'lcr:n*tnics r{tpartnrent i1* itn instruct*r lnri c*nrriburingl rr,,ritcr oi extcnsi*n
Liulleti n* firr f rrrmcrs' rviycs.

Alth,-:ugh lfcien cordrJnt dirtcrlr. tcacl'r ;trchitfctur( in tl"rc I{*rnr: [conrrmi*s elcpartn:err, shc f,:und rnilu\,lv'.r\,$
f* sl'rar* her e{r:sign knowleclge. She rre}rrp&d l:cr ilrchite*irr*l rkills r() Lr{irrr r,rurserv*rk the enrl}xrsi-,ret} rhc
ptrysic*l ltvor:t ttd design *t*h*rncs ;rnd tlieir lnterir;r!.In arldiriun rri lt{r re:rching eiutirs.l{elen continircd tr.r

urrite popul;:r hutrletins tnr tire C*rrrell rrxtcnlirllr progrilrn tl'urt rcirrhed ()r:r t$ rural w*rlen, providi*g pracricirl
srridelirre* firr everrrhing fr,rn: arrrnging hou*eh*Id furnishings or;:l:rnning kitthens te: tl'ir *vrrrll dcsign *f
fhrmh*uses.

During htr lcars re*ehing rrt Cslrilell shc flls$ firund time f*r ;rn itr{hit.:.tfir.". frirrtice . truf there rre fe,.r' rcc*rrir
*f her rqork. A*e*rding to her ubituirry slTe "desig::ecl m*nr. of rhe earlv rcsiderlce$ on Ca_lug4a Heiehrs." ln
1918" Helen irnd Cc*rge dcsigrrec{ r}reir own housc ,:n Ovcrltxlk Rrud, knor+,n x$ "I{idde* }{*:nc." It rv,ls fcir-
turcd in Atnerir:tn Arcl:iret:t rnagireine i:r 1927, shorvins piTtt*grapl:* of tlre heiuse irntl knilscapc as rvell rs the
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l'ou*er'dr:lwingr lirr tl,e itlruse. Ilelen *rrd (le*rge $'rrc nutsd as c,r-de;igrrers irr the:rrticle.

In Ilclen's nr*nr" lerters tn ll*rtlr* Y:rn Rr:nsselacr arrrl Fleir* R*sc, she c,rrncr acr{}ss as scll*deprecaringq ar:.I
gener$us. e nthusin*tic, i$tcnse, thuughriirl :tncl * Xittle irt:pulsive. During thc sunrrrcr af' 10 t3 sl:c rvrnrr:, *I

Suess tIlY 1y$r*t tr{}uble is g*int t* b{: that ml'snrhilsi:rrm erh*u$tri nle. I trust tr)u nv* dc*rs rvill help rne keep
within l.:ounclg or I'll gt: ttr rigi:al."

Her rv*rL hnth as *n :rrchire* and teircher, w*s rrherc she

appe-.lli rq.r have fixrnd tlr* m*rit plcasure. In anotlrer letter
shc expl:rined rhat hcr nerd ta bc *r*atir-e *nd fixused nn
rrork lvirs nnr tlepr:nrlf,nt ()fi thc rn*netart, cot't1pen$itli*t or
*ccol*des she rnigirr reeeivc:

I rlsn'i s* lt*rt { *t $t paii $,9S#,r-1tirr on t&t tittk ptrt I uill
plrra in the lltV,rtxu.rrl. {;i*t{d xawl$ *lmi' r*t *p ltatlilv if"*t,
rcttlrl ltmr lrr.' J.ly f*rrt lrr*:rrrr' { *nt fu ing r.ft""rtr?#y k$*r*{ -f'rrr
gr*inq r"trr-4,1*inry /r r nr,t*{ng. Ss/ r*mr:}atl l*;t/ i.r f*r tlrri, fui'*,/
*#**t it. I c*uldn't pa.'.rr}ly,{r,,p ani- id# t* *ryse$'.ittstJbr pq,il"
,rxt*"r.{}, ,r/"rr rtc'i'.i# m.'' :i?tif{'rC rf. .$in,:r I &tt t ,*,rr," f.ttri,r.ry*.,t{
,nrily tl)irugs lxru:* tlc*rrd ani ryst*lt'iztd in nty xti*d, ttnr{ [-ftrl
,t*1*" tlt*ft $$ff l*rril ti:er !*ul ,tJ-t"l 

.l'{:,Jl}' I *n X$itl.{ lrt tu? rtpl
r';,rrl,llirry *ul my ltrsar ond w7',n-*ri *nrl tr-y to krf rtill and
glt,r llry &tsl strrrtctb t* **r&.

AIth*ugh she hecat*e t fullprofessor itr 1920,llclcn rrxrk a lcave oiahsenr:r the tirlk:rvini{!.err arrd retiretl in
l?21. Airrer her dep:rrture f r*m C*rnell :hc rem*ined in lthac:r until 19.16. It is llk*ly thxr during {hose r,rxrs
*he conrittutd tc design huildines. In 1926, George }'oung u,rrlre, *lIrs. }i:*ng :rnd I h*v* re{sntly bee* askeri
tc dcsigrr a hrtusc in l{erv lirrL I fecl quitc cerf*in th* l" prrucnirlh'. don't rvxnt to t{luch it at all. It i: jusr pos-
siblc th*t $trs. 1'oung mi&ht he suflirientlv intercsred ttr work rp srlrnc ske rclrss"-'Sor:iet*l changrs. inctutiing
tirt 1?rh Anrcrrdnrent in l9!0, m:rr harc prou'rptei} l{elen tr: lrr more roc;rl atraut }rer r*lc as a* architr{:t. In
rhe 1930 cen$ust 3leler': listtci *architect " ari lrer prtrftssirxr. This r.vas '* chanpqe fronr 1910, rvhe n she wrrs
rceorderl :rs h*ving n* *ccup*tion.

Although }-{slen Binkcrd Young rt}tt'n$t hitvr a*ke*I fcr *ckn*rvl*clgrnent *f her irre}rlteeturxl dcsiqns, r}rer crr
l+"rrrfhv *t bting rec*grrir,e*. lVhilr her w*rk in rhe Florlc F}:onrlr:ric! depirrtn'rcnt h** bcen reftrenccrl i*
sr:holarlr' jourr:*ls in recsnr :'tirrsr h*r archirec&lr:rl rvrrrk remains hidiien, likelr. undr:r lhe name nf Ce*rge
t?'rungandeitlrtrm,rlei*lleagues. llisr*rie Irlr*c*rv*ul.rilikrter*isc*r,.trarrtldo{urncntn}rrre*t'i;crdr:ri.qns,irr
Ith;re* tnd elser+'here. "ib sh*re 1'our infirrlrrittirur tbeiut l{elen Sinkertl }trurr;4, plcasc {Gnta(t Stra Joh:rs*n at
txa*4lri- t*ri(ir hara.{}rS"
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