MARTHA L. HITCHCOCK

Mise Hitchcock was born on July 2, 1869

in Galesburg, lilinols, the daughter of Professor

Henry Ethan and Margaret Gale Hitcheock. Professor

Hitchcock was then Professor of Mathematice at Knox

College, and later, in or about the year 1878, he

removed to Lincoln, Nebraska to accept the Chair of

Mathematices in the University of Nebraska. During

the years 1882-1884 when there was a vacancy in the

of fice of Chancellor, he was Acting Chancellor of

that University. Miss Hitchcock's maternal grandfather

was the Rev., George Washington Gale (1789-1861) who,
in 1836, led a company of upstate New York families

1iving in or near Whitesboro to the State of Illinois
and founded the Town of Galesburg, Illinois and Knox

College.

After spending several years of study in the
east, principally in Boston, at the Massachusetts Normal

Art School and the School of the Miseum of Fine Arts,
{n or adbout the year 1805 Miss Hitchcock came to Ithaca

to live in the family of her sister Margaret and her
brother-in-law the late Professor Charles Edwin Bennett,

head of the Latin Department of Cornell University from
1832 to 1921, and then residing at No. 1 Grove Place on
the University Campus. In 1896, Niss Hitchcock was
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some mothers considered it, although there were Lhen
no automobiles) which was involved in Lhe long walk to
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the only available school, the Zsst Hill School located

at the cormer of State and Quarty Streets. At that
’
time and for =any Jyears therealter, \MN were some 36

Faculty residences on the Cazpus, 5 on South Averne,

5 on Central Avenue, 18 on East Avenue, 5 on Grove

Place, & on Reservoir Averne and 1 on Sage Avernue.

en Niss Hitchoock's private school opened in 1696,

the "schoolrooa” was a room in Proflessor Bennett's

house at 1 Orove Place. The following year, the
University placed at Kiss Hitcheock's disposal sone

space then available in Barmes Hall., Por several
years, Miss Hitchecock was the only teacher in this




1900's, Miss Hitchcock was offered the use of a
schoolhouse which the College of Agriculture had

designed and built as an example of a model ™Murel
district schoolhouse. This "model” schoolhouse was

located 100 yards, more or less, directly ecast of

President Andrew D. White's stable, now the "01d Red

Barn”. The Campus School continued in the "model”
schoolhouse for several years, until 1916 when, with
the shift of the residential center of the “"student

body” to Cornell Heights, the Campus School made its
third and final move t0o a house on Wait Avenue which

was placed at Miss Hitchcock's disposal by one of the

parents who had several children in the School. Here

the Campus School stayed until 1524 when, with the
development of the new residential area in Cayuga

Heights, the residents of that area decided to estadblish

a public school to be called the "Cayuga Heights Dis-
They asked Miss Hitchcock to become the

trict School”.

gserious obstacle.

public school, it was necessary that Niss Hitchecock



receive a Certificate, because, although she had then
been teaching children, and teaching thex with marked

success, for more than 28 years, she had never pssged

114 A number
of the parents expressed the opinion that Miss Hitechooeok
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was fully qualified to conduct a course in Child Poyochole-

LY .

able to boast that no pupil who had completed the full
course of study of the Campus School had ever falled
the New York State Regents examination required for
adalssion to High School. 1In spite of the vigorous
support and insistent pleading of a large number of
adaliring parents, including a nuaber of Cornell Univer-
8ity Professors, the matter hung fire for many months
with no apparent prospect of solution, until, by great
£§°004 fortune, it became possidle to make a direct

personal approach to a prominent New York City lawyer
w0 had recently retired from active practice and had
become a memder of the Board of Regents. As soon as he
heard the whole story, this lawyer took an active and

It was at about this time that Mise Hitchoook was




Education and ascertained that there was no statutory

bar to Miss Hitcheoook's decoming a teacher in a New
York Publio School, that the Child Paychology reguire-

ment had deen estadlished by Departmental rules and
regulations, and that the Department had the legal right,

in its discretion, to issue a Teachers Certificate to

Miss Hitcheock) and this 1s what the Department eventually
d1d. Miss Hitchecock then became the first Principal of

the Cayuga Heights School and continued as such for 20
years until she retired in June 1644 at the age of 75,

after a distinguished career of some 48 years as a
Since her retirement, Miss Hitchoook

teacher of chilcdren.
has lived at her home at 211 P44y Street, except for two

extended visits (in 1948 and agalin in 195€) to her niece
rs. Helen Bennett Hall, in Johannesburg, South Afrieca.
On Doth occasions, &he traveled by alrpiane.
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